European Biodiversity Research Strategy in support of the Global
Biodiversity Observation Network (GEO e BON)

Venue

Best Western Hotel Aquarell

2700 Cegléd Furd6 at 24.

Tel: +36-53-510-900 Fax: +36-53-510-901
info@aquarellhotel.hu

http://www.aquarellhotel.hu

Important: Accommodation will be arranged for you b y the organizers upon receiving

your confirmation of attendance.

Dates

25-27 September 2008.

accommodation is available from the 24™ afternoon to the 28"™ morning

Organizers
Katalin Torok Institute of Ecology and Botany of kati@botanika.hu
the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences
Tiiu Kull Institute of Agricultural and tiukull@emu.ee
Environmental Sciences, Estonian
University of Life Sciences
Anne-Helene Prieur- DIVERSITAS anne-helene@diversitas-
Richard international.org
Douglas Muchoney GEO Secretariat dmuchoney@geosec.org
Gergely Torda Institute of Ecology and Botany of torda@botanika.hu

the Hungarian Academy of

Sciences



Important notes:

The travel, accommodation and meals (from 24™ dinner to 28™ breakfast) of all participants is
organized and paid by Biostrat. Travel should be arranged through the Hungarian travel
agency Ticketair (ticketair@mail.galileo.hu; +36 1 317 3087).

Objectives
The main objectives of the meeting are to:

- discuss a strategy to support the implementation of the conceptual approach for
GEO-BON at the European scale; and

- propose research priorities to support the involvement of the EU community into the
implementation of GEO-BON.

Outcomes
A set of recommendations for the European Research Strategy for the implementation of the

GEO BON in Europe, to be published as EPBRS workshop recommendations.

Produce a strategy presenting steps and actions to implement GEO-BON in Europe. This
strategy would be a lively document to be used and refined as the project develops. This

could also lead to a position paper from the European community on GEO-BON.

Draft Agenda

24" September

14:00 - Arrivals, registration

18:00 — 22:00  Welcome drink, Dinner, Icebreaking

25" September

9:00 -9:30 Opening remarks
Dr. Katalin Torok — Biostrat Coordinator
Dr. Gabor Fodor - Minister for Environment and Water
Norbert Jirgens — GEO BON

9:30-10:00 Overview of task and meeting objectives, focal areas, and meeting
output products

Dr. Katalin Torok / Douglas Muchoney / Anne-Helene Prieur-Richard



10:00 - 10:30 FIRST KEYNOTE
Prof. Georgina Mace (under discussion)
10:30 - 10:45 Break

10:45-11:15  SECOND KEYNOTE
Dr. Jurgen Tack

11:15-11:45 THIRD KEYNOTE
Dr. Terry Parr

11:45-12:15 FOURTH KEYNOTE
Dr. Rob Jongman

12:15-13:30 Lunch
13:30 - 14:00 Introduction to breakout groups
14:00 — 16:00 Working groups
Chair:
Rapporteur:
16:00 — 16:305 Break
16:30- 18:00 Reports from the breakout groups and plenary discussion
16:00 — 18:00 Working groups discussions
Chair:

Rapporteur:

19:00 — 22:00 Dinner

26" September

9:00 — 10:45 Working groups discussions and drafting
Chair:
Rapporteur:



10:15-10:30
10:30 —-12:15
12:15-13:30
13:30 - 15:30
15:30 - 15:45
15:45-17:00
17:00 —18:00
18:00 — 22:00

27" September

9:00-17:00

18:00 — 22:00

28" September

Departure

Break

Working groups discussions and drafting
Chair:
Rapporteur:

Lunch

Reports from the breakout groups and plenary discussion
Chair:

Rapporteur:

Break

Finalising the recommendations and the implementation strategy for
GEO-BON in Europe
Chair:

Rapporteur:
Closing remarks and introduction to the excursion
Dr. Katalin Torok

Dr. Mikl6s Kertész

Dinner /Early departure

Excursion to an integrated study site in the Kiskunsag
(details to be given by Dr. Miklés Kertész)

Dinner



Background information

Background information on GEO-BON

DIVERSITAS and NASA are currently leading the early planning stages for a Global
Biodiversity Observation Network (GEO-BON) under the Group on Earth Observations (GEO,

http://www.earthobservations.org/). The goal of GEO is to proactively link together existing and

planned observing systems around the world and supporting the development of new systems
where gaps exist. This objective is met through the development of the Global Earth Observing
System of Systems (GEOSS, http://earthobservations.org/). GEOSS is a worldwide effort,

which includes 72 member countries, the European Commission, and 52 participating
organizations. GEOSS will work with and build upon existing national, regional, and
international systems to provide comprehensive, coordinated Earth observations from
thousands of instruments worldwide, transforming the data they collect into vital information for
society. One of the Societal Benefit Area of GEOSS is dedicated to biodiversity observation
(Task BI-07-01 of the GEO 2007 — 2009 Workplan) and is currently developing GEO-BON.

This global Network, GEO-BON, aims to design, plan, and implement a global biodiversity
observation system that will collect, manage, analyze, and share data on the status and trends
of the world's biodiversity, and regularly report its findings through the GEOSS (Global Earth
Observation System of Systems) under GEO. GEO-BON is intended to be an open umbrella
network of GEO Members and Participating Organizations, and other institutions interested in
contributing to this ambitious agenda. GEO membership currently consists of 72 national
governments and the European Commission and also includes 52 intergovernmental,

international, and regional participating organizations.

GEO-BON is guided by an interim steering committee (see Annex 1). This steering committee
met for the first time in Geneva 14-16 January 2008, to produce a draft concept document,
which is a plan outlining a vision and overarching approach for GEO-BON. This draft concept
document will be available for consultation mid March 2008 and will be the basis for the
discussion at the GEO-BON meeting in April 2008 (8-10 April, Postdam, Germany). The goal
of this meeting will be to discuss and agree on this conceptual approach and to articulate a
strategy for implementing the Network, including next steps for GEO Members.



Background information on Biostrat

Biostrat is an FP6 SSA, dedicated to the development of the European Biodiversity Research
Strategy. Such Strategy brings together ideas on research priorities in fundamental and
applied sciences to address critical gaps in knowledge on the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity. It is intended to support the decision-making process regarding biodiversity-
related research at both the European scale and in individual EU Member States by linking
existing structures. Rather than developing new structures, Biostrat provides specific support
to EPBRS (European Platform for Biodiversity Research Strategy, see below), which provides
a representative forum for researchers, science and environmental policy makers, and National
Biodiversity Platforms. Biostrat also ensures that other European and international efforts to
develop research strategies in different fields of biodiversity research are linked to the
development of a European Research Strategy through the EPBRS forum. As such, Biostrat is
committed to participate in the development of the GEOSS Societal Benefit Area on
Biodiversity by incorporating GEOSS objectives related to biodiversity in the EU Biodiversity
Research Strategy, as well as introducing European vision into the development of a global
biodiversity observation network; and by assisting GEOSS to implement specific biodiversity

related actions at the European scale.

The Biostrat community will provide input into the consultation process on the vision for a
global biodiversity observation network, which will be discussed at the GEO-BON meeting on
8-10 April 2008 (Postdam, Germany). To be actively involved in the development of the
implementation of GEO-BON at the European scale, Biostrat, in collaboration with GEO-BON
conveys a workshop (25-27 September 2008, Cegléd, Hungary) to address this issue.



Background information on EPBRS

The Lisbon European Council endorsed the “open method of co-ordination” (OMC) as a new
technique of governance to help Europe “to become the most competitive and dynamic
knowledge-based economy in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth”. The
European Platform for Biodiversity Research Strategy (EPBRS) contributes to the European
Research Area by implementing important aspects of the OMC.

The EPBRS “is a forum for scientists and policy-makers to ensure that research contributes to
halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010.” Its participants, from across Europe, meet to identify
and promote strategically important biodiversity research that will contribute to policies and
management to reduce biodiversity loss, and help to conserve, protect, restore and make the

use of the components of biodiversity sustainable.

The EPBRS keeps close connections with relevant international bodies, national governments,
and the EU institutions. Since its inception in 1999 it has met twice a year under successive
EU Presidencies. The agendas of the meetings of the EPBRS balance science and policy. The
scientific flavour of the meeting ensures that all participants enjoy sufficient depth of
understanding to discuss the substantive issues constructively. The themes addressed in the
meetings are not only important to Europe, but of particular relevance to the organising
country, and are often to forthcoming CBD meetings. The group has so far dealt with many
topics, including biodiversity and climate change, health, islands and archipelagos, invasive
organisms, water and forest, the ecosystem approach, indicators, the new Member States,

sustainable use, sustainable development, and sustaining livelihoods.

The main tangible deliverable of each EPBRS meetings is the short written agreement of the
group on issues that are of high scientific and policy importance.

The strength of the EPBRS lies in its members, among whom are several delegates to
SBSTTA. Membership in the EPBRS is open to all states that participate in the 6" Framework
Programme and to the EU institutions. The participating states each nominate one scientist
and one policymaker to attend the meetings. The scientists are mostly biologists, so the
Commission invites some socio-economic experts to participate ad personam. Other

stakeholders are invited to participate as appropriate.

The EPBRS process consists of meetings, activities between meetings, and activities of
national platforms. Preparatory activities involve ad hoc working groups that design and help to
prepare the meetings, run electronic conferences, prepare and discuss draft agreements, and

respond to the decisions of the plenary or of the steering committee. The meetings involve



keynote speeches, presentation of European research, breakout groups to prepare
agreements, and plenary meetings to discuss and adopt agreements.

The EPBRS encourages and helps to establish national platforms for biodiversity research,
composed of scientists, policy makers, funding agencies, NGOs and other stakeholders. The
forms and functions of these platforms depend on the needs and administrative landscape of
their country. One shared purpose is to identify knowledge gaps whose reduction would help
support national policy, and to bring these national concerns to the EPBRS. The national
plattorms use the EPBRS agreements to identify issues that are of particular national

importance.

The EPBRS also makes extensive use of an active internet discussion list — ‘EU Biodiversity

Science’ — whose membership is open to anyone interested in biodiversity science.



Annex 1: GEO-BON Interim Steering Committee

Serge Andrefouet
Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD), New Caledonia, France

Neville Ash
IUCN - The World Conservation Union, Ecosystem Management Programme, Switzerland

Gregory P. Asner
Department of Global Ecology, Carnegie Institution, USA

Mark J. Costello
Leigh Marine Laboratory, University of Auckland, New Zealand

Ruth DeFries
Dept of Geography and Earth System Science Interdisciplinary Center, USA

Simon Ferrier
NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change, Australia

Gary N. Geller
NASA Ecological Forecasting Program, USA

Robert Hoft
U N E P - Convention on Biological Diversity, Canada

Norbert Jirgens
University of Hamburg, BioCentre Klein Flottbek and Botanical Garden, Germany

Chris Justice
University of Maryland, IGOS Agriculture, USA

Meredith A. Lane
Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), Denmark

Anne Larigauderie
DIVERSITAS, France

Georgina Mace
NERC Centre for Population Biology, Imperial College, UK

Harold Mooney
Department of Biological Sciences, Stanford University, USA

Douglas M. Muchoney
Group on Earth Observations (GEO), Switzerland

Terry Parr
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, UK

Henrique Miguel Pereira
Ambiente e Ecologia, Dept. Eng. Civil e Arquitectura, Instituto Superior Técnico, Portugal

James Ragle
IUCN - The World Conservation Union, Species Information Programme, Switzerland

Taylor H. Ricketts
Conservation Science Program, World Wildlife Fund, USA

Roger Sayre
Geographic Analysis and Monitoring Program, US Geological Survey, USA

David Schimel
NEON, USA



Robert J. Scholes
CSIR Natural Resources and the Environment, South Africa

Annie Simpson
U.S. Geological Survey, USA

Jorge Soberon
University of Kansas, USA

Melanie L.J. Stiassny
Department of Ichthyology, American Museum of Natural History, USA

John Townsend
Dept of Geography, U of Maryland, USA

Woody Turner
Earth Science Division, NASA, USA

Bruno Walther
DIVERSITAS, bioGENESIS and bioDISCOVERY Core Projects, France
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Annex 2: Biostrat partner list

Organisation

Institute of Ecology and Botany of the

Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Centre for Marine and Environmental

Research, University of Porto

Natural Environment Research Council,

Centre for Ecology and Hydrology

Centre for Environmental Research Leipzig -
Halle GmbH

Warsaw University, Bialowieza Geobotanical

Station

Institute of Botany, Academy of Sciences of

the Czech Republic

Median SCP

Institut fur Naturschutzforschung und
Okologie GmbH

University of Helsinki, Department of

Biological and Environmental Sciences

University of Aegean, Biodiversity

Conservation Laboratory

Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL

Spanish National Council for Scientific

Research
Netherlands Insitute of Ecology

Swedish Biodiversity Centre

Coun

try

HU

PT

UK

DE

PL

Ccz

ES

AT

Fl

GR

CH

ES

NL

SE

Contact

Katalin Torok

Isabel Sousa

Pinto

Allan Watt

Klaus Henle

Bogdan

Jaroszewicz

Jan Kirschner

Sybille van

den Hove

Norbert

Sauberer

Jari Niemela

Andreas

Troumbis

Christoph
Scheidegger

Francisco I.

Pugnaire
Carlo Heip

Torbjoern

E-mail

kati@botanika.hu

ispinto@cimar.org

adw@ceh.ac.uk

klaus.henle@ufz.de

b.jaroszewicz@uw.ed

u.pl

kirschner@ibot.cas.cz

sve@terra.es.vandenh

(0]

norbert.sauberer@vin

ca.at

Jari.niemela@helsinki.

fi

atro@aegean.gr

scheidegger@wsl.ch

fip@eeza.csic.es

c.heip@nioo.knaw.nl.

Torbjorn.Ebenhard@c
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Norwegian Institute for Nature Research

Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak

Academy of Sciences

Federal Public Planning Service Science

Policy - Belgian Biodiversity Platform

Institute for International and European

Environmental Policy GmbH
Estonian Agricultural University

Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University

Institute of Botany, Bulgarian Academy of

Sciences

Institute of Biology of the Romanian
Academy

Unit of Environmental Studies, Research

and Development Center - Intercollege

The National Environmental Research

Institute

Institut national de la recherche
agronomique - Institut Francais de la

Biodiversité

University of Florence, Department of Animal

Biology and Genetics

Botanical Environmental Conservation
Consultants LTD

Ministry of the Environment and Spatial

Planning

University of Latvia, Faculty of Biology

NO

SK

BE

DE

EE

LT

BG

RO

CY

DK

FR

IT

SI

Ebenhard
Erik Framstad

Julius Oszlanyi

Estelle Balian

Rainer

Muessner
Tiiu Kull

Eduardas

Budrys

Dessislava

Dimitrova

Simona

Mihailescu

Marilena

Papastavrou

Flemming
Skov

Jacques
Weber

Marcello
Buiatti

Louise Scally

Peter

Skoberne

Voldemars

Spungis

bm.slu.se
erik.framstad@nina.no

Julius.Oszlanyi@savb

a.sk

estelle.balian@natural

sciences.be

rainer.muessner@dlr.
de

Tiiu@zbi.ee

ebudrys@ekoi.lt

petrova@bio.bas.bg

sionami@hotmail.com

m

ecognos@intercollege

.ac.cy

fs@dmu.dk

ifo@gis-ifb.org

mbuiatti@dbag.unifi.it

Iscally@biodiversityre

search.ie
peter.skoberne@gov.s
[

adalia@lanet.lv
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University of Malta, Conservation Biology
Research Section

Russian Academy of Sciences, Inst. of Plant

and Animal Ecology
Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb

National Institute for Biodiversity

Department of Environmental Economics,

Beatus

Dnipropetrovsk National University of the

Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine

MT

RU

HR

CR

ZA

UA

Adriana Vella

Vladimir

Vershinin
Toni Nikolic

Rodrigo

Gamez

James Nelson

Blignaut

Viktor Gasso

avel@cis.um.edu.mt

wow@ipae.uran.ru

toni@botanic.hr

rgamez@inbio.ac.cr

james@jabenzi.co.za

vgasso@ua.fm
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